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Dennis Friendly 
Jennifer Lavelle 

On September 26, 2012, members of the Narcotics Bureau for Brooklyn North, including Detective 
Jennifer Lavelle and Detective Dennis Friendly, were informed by a confidential informant that 
individuals were selling narcotics from an apparently abandoned building in Brooklyn. The officers 
went to the location. They did not have a search warrant; they testified that they simply wanted to 
see if people were at the location. The building in question was a two story house that had been 
converted into four apartments (two on each floor) that had recently been damaged by fire. After 
the fire, there was no power on the ground floor, but there was electricity on the second floor, 
where three men were together. 

When the officers arrived, they knocked, and the first man came downstairs. He opened the door, 
and the officers confronted him. The officers later claimed that the man had a plastic bag containing 
drugs with him. The man claimed he had no drugs, but was eventually arrested for narcotics 
possession and narcotics were recovered from the scene. 

While the man was getting arrested, the two men in the upstairs apartment first came out to the 
landing, but could not see what was going on because there was no light downstairs. They re-entered 
their apartment. Then Detective Friendly went up the stairs and into the apartment; Detective 
Lavelle followed him in. The officers searched some bags of clothes (salvaged from the fire) and 
searched the apartment, finding one marijuana cigarette and arresting the men. The men 
acknowledged at their CCRB interview that a marijuana cigarette had been recovered and the arrest 
paperwork stated that a marijuana cigarette had been recovered from inside the apartment. 

Although both men who were arrested in the apartment accurately described both detectives, and 
the arrest paperwork made clear that the apartment had been entered, both Detective Friendly and 
Detective Lavelle denied entering the apartment. Detective Friendly stated that both men walked 
down the stairway and were arrested once the arrived downstairs. Detective Lavelle, who noted the 
arrests in her memo book, stated that she never saw the other two men, and that they may have 
been arrested after she left. 

The CCRB found that the officers had no legal justification to enter the upstairs apartment after 
arresting the man who had come to the door. It further found that both Detective Friendly and 
Detective Lavelle had made false statements when they denied going upstairs and enter the 
apartment. 

The NYPD disciplined Detective Lavelle by making her forfeit 5 vacation days and did not 
discipline Detective Friendly at all. Both have since been promoted to sergeant. 

The NYPD did not punish Detective Friendly for the false statement and the CCRB allegations are 
listed only as “other misconduct” in a letter from the district attorney. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. DT3 Dennis Friendly 00233 NARCBBN

2. DT3 Gabriel Nacelewicz 06511 NARCBBN

3. LCD Patrick Ryan 00000 NARCBBN

4. DT3 Jennifer Lavelle 00235 NARCBBN

5.   An officer NARCBBN

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. DT3 Steve Lafortune 02570 NARCBBN

2. DT3 Juan Leonbravo 02076 NARCBBN

3. DT3 Jelson Goyco 02019 NARCBBN

4. DT3 David Solmonsohn 03336 NARCBBN

5. DT3 Joseph Fernandez 01815 NARCBBN

6. DT3 Javier Aponte 01102 NARCBBN

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  DT3 Gabriel Nacelewicz Abuse of Authority: Det. Gabriel Nacelewicz entered  
 in Brooklyn.

A .  

B .  DT3 Dennis Friendly Abuse of Authority: Det. Dennis Friendly entered  
 in Brooklyn.

B .  

C .  DT3 Dennis Friendly Force: Det. Dennis Friendly used physical force against 
.

C .  

D .  DT3 Jennifer Lavelle Abuse of Authority: Det. Jennifer Lavelle entered  
 in Brooklyn.

D .  

E .  LCD Patrick Ryan Abuse of Authority: Lt. Patrick Ryan entered  
 in Brooklyn.

E .   

F .  An officer Force: An officer used physical force against . F .  

G .  DT3 Dennis Friendly Force: Det. Dennis Friendly pointed his gun at  
.

G .  

H .  DT3 Jennifer Lavelle Abuse of Authority: Det. Jennifer Lavelle searched  
 in Brooklyn.

H .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Laura Kastner            Team # 2                      
          

201212831  Abuse ¨ O.L.  Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Wed, 09/26/2012   7:40 PM 75 03/26/2014 3/26/2014

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Wed, 09/26/2012  11:00 PM IAB Phone Wed, 10/03/2012   4:32 PM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

I .  DT3 Dennis Friendly Abuse of Authority: Det. Dennis Friendly searched  
 in Brooklyn.

I .  

J .  DT3 Dennis Friendly Other: Det. Dennis Friendly intentionally provided a false 
official statement to the CCRB.

J .  

K .  DT3 Jennifer Lavelle Other: Det. Jennifer Lavelle intentionally provided a false 
official statement to the CCRB.

K .  
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CCRB Case # 201212831 

 
CCRB – Confidential    

 

PO1, described as a white man in his 50s, approximately 5’6” tall, 180 to 190 pounds, with dirty 

blond hair, and identified via investigation as Det. Gabriel Nacelewicz, placed two hands on  

s chest to prevent him from leaving and said no one was supposed to be in the house. 

 asked what he was talking about. (Although not mentioned in his CCRB 

statement,  told IAB that at this point, he was ordered to step back inside, he asked 

what the officers were doing there, the order was repeated, and he was pushed back into his 

hallway. He did not specify which officers did any of these actions.) 

 

PO2, described by  as a black man in his late 30s or early 40s, approximately 5’9” 

to 5’10’’ tall, 200 pounds, clean shaven with short, salt and pepper hair, (further described at the 

time of his IAB interview as thin, with a short caesar haircut, and dressed in plainclothes and a 

vest) was identified via investigation as Det. Dennis Friendly. Det. Friendly struck  

with his right fist once on the left side of his mouth, causing a laceration to the inside of his 

mouth.  told Det. Friendly that he hit like a “bitch” because he could not knock him 

out.  said the house belonged to his mother. Det. Nacelewicz asked where  

s mother was and  said she was dead.  said he was ordered 

to place his hands behind his back, immediately complied, and was handcuffed by another 

officer, not Det. Nacelewicz or Det. Friendly, who was standing behind him, and then complied 

when ordered to get on the ground. (In his statement to IAB,  said he was 

handcuffed while on the ground.) 

 

 told the officers to take him to the “fucking” hospital because he was bleeding 

from his mouth and planned to “sue the shit” out of them. PO3, described as a white woman, 

approximately 5’5” tall, with an average build and long blond hair, and identified via 

investigation as Det. Jennifer Lavelle, PO4, described as a white or Hispanic man, approximately 

5’11” tall, 290 to 300 pounds, and Det. Friendly, went upstairs and searched the premises for 10 

to 15 minutes while  was on the floor. PO5, described as a white man 

approximately 6’0” tall, 170 to 180 pounds, with short hair, identified via investigation as Lt. 

Patrick Ryan, was also inside of the building, but  did not specify what he did while 

there. 

 

 kept turning his head to see what was happening. After  was on the 

ground for approximately five minutes, an officer placed his foot on the left side of  

s face to prevent him from moving, causing minor scrapes there.  could 

not see who did this, but knew the officer was wearing boots. Moments later,  and  

 were escorted downstairs in handcuffs and brought to an unmarked van. At that point, the 

unidentified officer lifted his foot from s face. After  was on the 

ground for approximately 30 minutes, Det. Friendly lifted him up and escorted him to a van.  

 said he should spit on the officers because they did not know if he had AIDS, but that 

he would wait until he was in front of their captain to do so. 

 

At no point did  resist arrest or attempt to flee. PO6, described as a white man in 

his late 30s, approximately 5’8” tall, with curly brown hair, and the driver of the transport van, 

and PO7, a Hispanic man, sitting in the front passenger’s seat, transported  

 and  to the 75th Precinct stationhouse. The investigation identified one of these 

officers as Det. Joseph Fernandez and the other as Det. Javier Aponte.  believed 

Det. Fernandez or Det. Aponte had been waiting down the block in the transport van. En route to 

the stationhouse, the officers stopped at a store and wiped the blood from s face 
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that he did not witness any of the allegations from his location, he was not interviewed. 
 

NYPD Statements: 
 

Subject Officer: Det. GABRIEL NACELEWICZ 
 Det. Nacelewicz, a white man who is 5’10’’ tall, weighs 200 pounds, with blond hair and blue 

eyes, was  old at the time of this incident. 
 Det. Nacelewicz worked from 2:27 p.m. to 11 p.m. He could not recall his assignment or his 

partner. Det. Nacelewicz was dressed in plainclothes and assigned to an unknown vehicle. 
 

Memo Book 
During his CCRB interview, Det. Nacelewicz read the following memo book entries into the 
record when asked to read those entries regarding this incident word for word: 4:30 p.m., Tactical 
meeting. 5 p.m., En route to the vicinity of . 5:50 p.m. or 
7:50 p.m. (Det. Nacelewicz could not read his own handwriting), Three under. 9 p.m., En route to 
75th Precinct. 9:10 p.m., Arrive at stationhouse. 10:30 p.m., En route to Brooklyn North 
Narcotics. 11 p.m., End of tour (encl. F18-F19). 

 
Upon receipt of Det. Nacelewicz’s memo book at the conclusion of his interview, it was 
determined that the entry at 5:50 p.m. or 7:50 p.m. actually notes, “Three under at  

” (encl. F18-F19), which is not where this incident occurred. Therefore, it is apparent that 
aside from an entry that places him en route to the general vicinity of this incident, Det. 
Nacelewicz has no memo book entries in regard to this incident. 

 
CCRB and IAB Interviews 
Det. Gabriel Nacelewicz was interviewed by IAB on January 9, 2013 (encl. F20) and at the 
CCRB on November 22, 2013 after reviewing his IAB statement (encl. F21-F25)  

 
 

Det. Gabriel Nacelewicz was informed that a confidential informant had reported to either Lt. 
Patrick Ryan or Det. Dennis Friendly that narcotics were being sold out of 

 in Brooklyn. Det. Nacelewicz was provided with no additional 
information in regard to the individual who was selling the narcotics or the location. He had no 
previous knowledge of the location. (Det. Nacelewicz told IAB that a confidential informant told 
the officers that the location was abandoned.) Det. Nacelewicz, Lt. Ryan, Det. Friendly, and Det. 
Jennifer Lavelle arrived at  to conduct an observation of the building. No 
search warrant was secured because the officers did not initially intend to enter the building. They 
intended to determine whether anyone lived there and, if so, to find out that person’s name. This 
was to be done by questioning whoever answered the door. 

 
The building appeared abandoned. The windows were boarded up and had seemingly been 
damaged in a fire. Det. Nacelewicz did not know whether the building was condemned. He saw 
no notices posted in regard. At approximately 7:30 p.m., Det. Nacelewicz approached and 
knocked on the front door with Det. Friendly for approximately one minute, but there was no 
answer. Believing no one was home, Det. Nacelewicz walked downstairs toward the street, where 
he spoke with an unidentified officer while Lt. Ryan spoke with a next door neighbor, Individual 
1. Det. Nacelewicz could not hear that conversation and was not told what was said. He could not 
recall what Det. Lavelle was doing. After approximately one minute, Det. Nacelewicz returned to 
the front door, stood directly in front of it, and knocked again three or four times. Seconds later, 
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 who stood immediately inside of the building in a vestibule, opened the door. 
 

The location was lit only by street lights, but they were powerful enough that from the same 
positions, Det. Nacelewicz clearly saw a clear sandwich bag that contained what he believed to 
be, and was later determined to be, two or three twists of crack cocaine, described as a white 
rocky substance wrapped in plastic twists, in s hand. Det. Nacelewicz speculated 
that  must have come to the door with the bag believing he was a customer. 

 
Det. Nacelewicz said, “Police! Don’t Move.” and grabbed s left wrist with his 
right hand.  broke free of Det. Nacelewicz’s grip, immediately reached back, threw 
the bag, which landed approximately two or three feet behind him, and ran back into the building. 
(Det. Nacelewicz told IAB that the bag was thrown into the lobby of the building.)  
ran past the vestibule and into the connecting hallway, which was very dark. Det. Nacelewicz 
could not recall if there was any light, but had there been, it was very minimal. He did not believe 
there was electricity downstairs. He was unsure whether there was electricity upstairs because he 
was never upstairs. Det. Nacelewicz explained that sometimes, people run extension cords from 
other homes to get electricity, but he did not know if that was the case here. Det. Nacelewicz did 
not use his flashlight at any point and he did not recall whether any other officers did so. 

 
Det. Friendly ran past Det. Nacelewicz into the building. Det. Nacelewicz followed right behind. 
As  reached the staircase in the hallway and was attempting to climb up, Det. 
Friendly wrapped his arms around s torso and tackled him to the ground in an 
attempt to stop him. From his position behind Det. Friendly, Det. Nacelewicz could not see what 
part of s body made contact with the stairs or whether he fell or was intentionally 
pushed. (Det. Nacelewicz told IAB that he did not fall to the ground during this struggle.) He 
approached while  was still resisting arrest and lying on the stairs, although, Det. 
Nacelewicz could not recall where on the staircase the struggle took place. 

 
Both officers ordered  to place his hands behind his back and not move.  

 moved his arms around. Det. Nacelewicz handcuffed his right arm, but as Det. 
Nacelewicz tried to bring it behind s back in order to handcuff his left arm,  

 placed it underneath his body. After a brief struggle to pull s arms 
behind his back, Det. Nacelewicz was able to handcuff  approximately 10 to 20 
seconds after he had initially grabbed his arm in the doorway. (He told IAB that he handcuffed 

 with the assistance of an unidentified officer.) Det. Nacelewicz saw no additional 
civilians in the vestibule or hallway areas and he did not know where Lt. Ryan and Det. Lavelle 
were during the struggle. He saw Det. Friendly use no additional force against  and 
did not see Det. Friendly or any other officer strike  in the mouth. Aside from 
grabbing s arm in the doorway and pulling his arms behind his back, Det. 
Nacelewicz used no additional force against him. He did not place his foot or shoe on  

s face, nor did any other officer. 
 

Det. Nacelewicz escorted  down the stairs and waited approximately one to three 
minutes for the prisoner van to arrive. Aside from Det. Nacelewicz and  standing 
around waiting for the van, nothing else happened during this time. Det. Nacelewicz said he 
believed they waited outside, but was unsure of this. (He told IAB that  was seated 
in the vestibule for one to two minutes prior to being brought to the prisoner van.) Although he 
initially said  made numerous comments, including “Fuck you” as well as 
additional profane statements that Det. Nacelewicz could not recall, during the struggle, he then 
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DISTRICTATTORNEY
) KINGS COUNTY

4 350.AY STREET
: room 112012908
¢ A (15) 250:2000

Eric Gonzalez (wseRTNaw)
District Attorney Assistant District Attomey.

(INSERT DATE]

(INSERT D/C INFO)
Re: [INSERT CASE NAME]

Kings County Dkt./ind. No. [is]

In connection with the above-named case, the People voluntarily provide the following information
regarding:

MOS NAME: "DENNIS FRIENDLY

Mos TAX: —

in satisfaction(to the extent applicable)of their constitutional, statutory, and ethical obligations.
Further, the People reserve the right to move in limine to preclude reference to this information, or
otherwise to object to its use and/or introduction into evidence.

Disclosure #1:
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATED THE FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS), DATED 01/26/2010, AGAINST MOS FRIENDLY.
ALLEGATIONS):
1. MOS FRIENDLY IMPROPERLY ENTEREDA LOCATION AND FAILED TO PROVIDE HIS NAME AND SHIELD

NUMBER UPON REQUEST.
(CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 07/25/2011
ACTION TAKEN: SCHEDULE 8 COMMAND DISCIPLINE, FORFEITURE OF ONE (1)VACATION DAY

Disclosure #2:
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATED THE FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS), DATED 01/05/2018, AGAINST MOS FRIENDLY.

ALLEGATION 1: FAIL TO PREPARE REPORT-PROPERTYCLERK INVOICE
ALLEGATION 2: FAIL TO SAFEGUARD NOT VOUCHERED PRISONER PROPERTY - UNITED STATES
CURRENCY

(CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 08/20/2018
ACTION TAKEN: VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS

Disclosure #3;
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATED THE FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS), DATED 10/02/2018, AGAINST MOS FRIENDLY.

AUEGATION 1: REPORT INCOMPLETE/INACCURATE - PROPERTY CLERK INVOICE
AUEGATION2: INVOICE DISCREPANCY-LAB - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
AUEGATION3: INVOICE DISCREPANCY-LAB - MARUUANA

(CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 11/16/2018.
ACTION TAKEN: VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS

Disclosure 8a:
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATEDTHE FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS), DATED 10/22/2018, AGAINST MOS FRIENDLY:

AUEGATION 1: REPORT INCOMPLETE/INACCURATE - PROPERTY CLERK INVOICE
AUEGATION 2: INVOICE DISCREPANCY- LAB - MARUUANA

(CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 01/11/2019.



 

 

ACTION TAKEN: VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Disclosure # 5: 
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATED THE FOLLOWING ALLEGATION(S), DATED 03/21/2019, AGAINST MOS FRIENDLY:  

ALLEGATION 1: REPORT INCOMPLETE/INACCURATE - PROPERTY CLERK INVOICE 
ALLEGATION 2: INVOICE DISCREPANCY - LAB - MARIJUANA 

CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 04/12/2019 
ACTION TAKEN: VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Disclosure # 6: 
THE PEOPLE ARE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS ACTION(S) AND/OR STATE TORT CIVIL 
LAWSUIT(S) IN WHICH THE INDICATED OFFICER HAS BEEN NAMED AS AN INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT. NOTE, 
THE DISPOSITION INFORMATION MAY NOT BE CURRENT:  
 

PLAINTIFF DOCKET COURT FILED DISPOSED DISPOSITION 

Erray 

Vanbuckley, 

et al. 

09-CV-3083 E.D.N.Y. 7-17-09 5-18-10 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Anthony Rojas 10-CV-595 E.D.N.Y. 2-9-10 7-22-10 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Michael Glenn 10-CV-8552 S.D.N.Y. 11-12-10 10-18-11 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Derrick 

Baxton 

11-CV-174 E.D.N.Y. 1-11-11 3-19-12 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Desaronn 

Chapman 

11-CV-623 E.D.N.Y. 2-8-11 10-21-11 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Lamont 

Racks, et al. 

11-CV-2305 E.D.N.Y. 5-12-11 6-13-16 Stipulation of 

dismissal, with 

prejudice 

Hakim Hunter 12-CV-1853 E.D.N.Y. 4-16-12 3-20-13 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Robert 

Johnson 

12-CV-2075 E.D.N.Y. 4-27-12 10-3-14 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Tarshnay 

Jackson 

12-CV-2438 E.D.N.Y. 5-15-12 4-11-13 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Philip Hutson, 12-CV-2547 E.D.N.Y. 5-21-12 3-13-13 Settlement, 



 

 

et al. without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Kendall 

Richburg 

12-CV-5590 E.D.N.Y. 11-13-12 1-20-17 Jury trial, 

verdict in favor 

of plaintiff 

Paul Gregory 13-CV-3727 E.D.N.Y. 7-2-13 3-2-15 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Dennis Simon 13-CV-6545 S.D.N.Y. 9-13-13 9-2-14 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Jasper 

Blackett 

13-CV-7219 E.D.N.Y. 12-19-13 12-30-14 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Patricia 

Thompson 

14-CV-563 E.D.N.Y. 1-27-14 10-17-14 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Katrina 

Peeples 

15-CV-6511 E.D.N.Y. 11-12-15 8-14-17 Settlement, 

without 

admission of 

fault or liability 

Raymond 

Christmas 

000920/2014 Kings. Co. 

Sup. Ct. 

1-28-14 11-10-15 Settlement 

William 

Hylton* 

370-9-

14FRCV 

Franklin 

Co. Sup. 

Ct. 

12-11-14 3-3-15 Zero Disposition 

 
* According to documents available on the N.Y.C. Law Department’s website, the Hylton case disposed with “Zero 
Disposition” and a total payout of “$0.00”, both of which designate that the case is disposed and that the City did 
not make a payout to the plaintiff as a result of the disposition.  K.C.D.A. was unable to locate any additional 
information about the case on either of the state courts’ websites. 

 
BASED UPON CCRB DOCUMENTS UP TO DATE THROUGH OCTOBER 13, 2020, THE PEOPLE ARE AWARE 
OF THE FOLLOWING CCRB SUBSTANTIATED AND/OR PENDING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THIS OFFICER: 
 
Disclosure # 7: 
CCRB CASE: 201001417 
REPORT DATE: 02/01/10 
INCIDENT DATE: 01/26/10 
CCRB SUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATION(S): 

1. FORCE—PHYSICAL FORCE 
2. ABUSE—PREMISES ENTERED AND/OR SEARCHED 
3. ABUSE—REFUSAL TO PROVIDE NAME/SHIELD NUMBER 
4. ABUSE—THREAT OF ARREST 

NYPD PENALTY: COMMAND DISCIPLINE - B 
 



 

 

Disclosure # 8: 
CCRB CASE: 201212831 
REPORT DATE: 10/03/12 
INCIDENT DATE: 09/26/12 
CCRB SUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATION(S): 

1. ABUSE—PREMISES ENTERED AND/OR SEARCHED 
2. ABUSE—PREMISES ENTERED AND/OR SEARCHED 

NYPD DISPOSITION/PENALTY: DISMISSED—NO PENALTY 
OTHER MISCONDUCT NOTED: 

3. OMN—OTHER MISCONDUCT 
 
Disclosure # 9: 
CCRB CASE: 201901298 
REPORT DATE: 02/12/19 
INCIDENT DATE: 02/02/19 
CCRB SUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATION(S): 

1. FORCE—HIT AGAINST INANIMATE OBJECT 
2. FORCE—PHYSICAL FORCE 

NYPD DISPOSITION: COMMAND DISCIPLINE - B 
 

 

Eric Gonzalez 
District Attorney 

Kings County 
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